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FEW men have enjoyed their life and their work
more than this fine and happily successful
representative of the romantic school of actors.
All that zest of life finds expression in the auto-
biography which Sir John Martin-Harvey has at
last been persuaded to write. He manifestly
enjoyed looking back over the years and setting
down their story, and the result is that it makes
joyous reading.
Martin-Harvey was one of the fine company that
Irving gathered round him during that historic
management at the Lyceum theatre, and Ms eye-
witness account of the man and the times is of
real value.
But perhaps it is in the more purely personal
reminiscences that the great interest of the book
will be found by many people. It is packed with
most amusing stories, in which Martin-Harvey's
sense of humour and vivid pleasure in merely
being alive, become patently manifest. Its vitality,
in short, is exuberant, and as the happy story of a
happy, hard-working, honourable and successful
life, may be declared to have no rival.